
Minutes for Fish and Wildlife Board Meeting 
August 15, 2012 

 
The Fish and Wildlife Board held a meeting on Wednesday August 15, 2012, at St. 
Leo’s Hall 109 South Main Street Waterbury, VT 05671. 
 
Members of the Board: Brian Ames (Chairman), Ed Gallo (Vice Chair), Pete Allard, 
Craig O Lantagne, Craig Nolan, Grant Spates, Gary Gibbs, Kevin Lawrence, Jeffrey 
Salvador, Ronald Wilcox, Steven Adams, Craig Greene, Justin Lindholm, Robert 
Shannon.  
 
Fish and Wildlife Staff: Patrick Berry (Commissioner) Kim Royar (Deputy 
Commissioner), David Englander (General Counsel), Eric Palmer (Director of 
Fisheries), Col LeCours (Director of Law Enforcement), Mark Scott (Director of 
Wildlife) Mary Diego (Executive Assistant) Bill Crenshaw (Wildlife Biologist) Susan 
Warner (Outreach Director).  
 
Members of the Public: Roy Kilburn, and Richard Greenough.  
 
The Board Meeting was called to order at 5:00 PM, EST by Chairman Ames. 
 
Minutes from July 18, 2012:  
Justin Lindholm motioned to accept the minutes from July 18, 2012. 
Steve Adams seconded.  
Minutes passed unanimously.  
 
Waterfowl Vote:  
Wildlife Director Mark Scott gave remarks about Bill Crenshaw. He praised him for 
his service and enthusiasm for fish and wildlife, spanning almost40 years; his 
dedication to the Department has been inspiring. Commissioner Berry also touched 
on some of Bill’s achievements over his accomplished career as a wildlife biologist 
with the Vermont Fish and Wildlife Department. Bill spoke about the public 
waterfowl meetings held in New York and Vermont. He articulated that the two 
major issues that were brought up by the public, one being the season opening on a 
Saturday and second the number of bass fisherman out on the water on the opening 
day of the season.  Commissioner Berry stated that the Department is going to try 
and limit or move bass tournaments if there is a Saturday opening in future years.  
Bill led the board through the 2012 Waterfowl Rule.  
In discussion it was suggested that the Department include hunter and angler 
etiquette in the new Fish and Wildlife Digest.  
 
Bob Shannon motioned to accept the 2012 Waterfowl Rule. 
Craig Greene seconded. 
Waterfowl Season passed unanimously.  
 
 



Bags and Seasons 3rd Vote: 
Counselor David Englander reported that the Bags and Seasons Rule went through 
LCAR smoothly. There are no changes to the rule from the second vote. 
The rule extends the Snowshoe Hare Season in Wildlife Management Units D and E 
from the second Sunday in March to March 31.  
 
Ed Gallo motioned to accept the Bags and Seasons Rule. 
Pete Allard seconded. 
Bags and Seasons Rule passed unanimously. 
 
WMA Rule:  
Wastewater Issue: Counselor David Englander led the board through the issues 
regarding the WMA Rule. There are a couple issues that need to be addressed before  
September’s second vote on the WMA Rule. 

4.2b The language in this section is to satisfy the Wastewater Manageement 
Division’s restrictions.  

4.1 b1 Primitive camping is exempt from wastewater regulations. However 
the only definition of primitive camping in the Agency of Natural Resources is found 
in Forest, Parks, and Recreation’s regulations. Forest and Parks definition is not 
suitable for our WMA primitive camping definition. The Department is trying to 
establish its own primitive camping definition and hope that it is accepted by the 
Waste Water Division. 

6.2 This section allows the Commissioner to designate otherwise restricted 
activities in designated areas either by means of designated maps, signage or dates.  
 
Non-binding Vote: 
Ron Wilcox motioned to pass proposed amendments to the WMA Rule 
Steve Adams Seconded 
Motion to pass the proposed amendments passed. 
 
Baitfish Rule:  
There are two versions of the rule, the Board’s copy and the Department’s copy. 
Suggestion from the Board from the previous meeting was to expand the species of 
baitfish to any nongame fish found in the waterbody being fished. (5.3.2) There are 
additions to the species of baitfish that are approved species of fish for sale as bait. 
(5.6) The other suggestion that the board made at the previous meeting was that a 
person may transport unused commercially purchased baitfish away from waters of 
the state by motorized vehicle, and retain for later use on the same waterbody as 
indicated on the baitfish transportation receipt, within 96 hours from the time and 
date of sale. (5.4.4)   
 
Ed Gallo motioned to accept the Department’s version of the rule to move forward 
with the rule making process. 
Justin Lindholm seconded. 
The Board voted unanimously to move forward with the rule making process using 
the Department’s version of the rule.  



 
Chairman Ames called a break at 6:29 PM EST for dinner. 
Chairman Ames called the meeting back to order at 6:46 PM EST. 
 
Fisheries Director Eric Palmer walked the board through line-by-line all of the 
housekeeping items in the baitfish rule. 
During this discussion it was suggested that there is need for more of an outreach 
effort in order to assist the public with compliance of this rule.  
 
Ed Gallo motioned to accept the Department’s version of the Baitfish Rule 
Bob Shannon seconded  
The Department’s version of the Baitfish Rule passed unanimously. 
 
Chairman Ames asked when would be the soonest that this rule could go into affect. 
It was advised that the earliest that it could go into affect would be in January. 
 
Suggestions for public hearings for the baitfish rule were to hold three hearings in 
Newport, Swanton, and Rutland. 
 
The board requested the hypothetical schedule for the Baitfish Rule.  
 
Round Table:  
Gary Gibbs: Nothing 
Steve Adams: Is enjoying the Fish Vermont Facebook Page 
Justin Lindholm: Had a question on conservation identification number for buying a 
license. (This will be addressed in the point of sale presentation next month) 
Robert Shannon: Had a constituent call about the Cotton Brook Access Area. This 
has historically been used for a shooting area and it is now posted. Forest and Parks 
are modifying it so that it will be a safer shooting range.  Will this be addressed 
before this hunting season?  
Jeff Salvador: Curious about the Dog River Emergency Rule and if it was still in 
effect. 
Kevin Lawrence: Nothing 
Craig Lantagne: Nothing 
Grant Spates: Bethel hatchery? Is it for sale?  They are going to keep it and fix it and 
help accommodate other states with their needs. 
Craig Nolan: Issue with a constituent running his dogs and not being able to carry a 
gun. (Attacked by coyotes) Dog training is a subject that the board would like to 
address, as it should lie within the board’s authority. Craig also commented on the 
great addition of the Dunn and Johnson Farm to the list of WMAs. 
Craig Greene: Would like to get information sooner than a couple days before the 
Board meeting. He also commended Bill Crenshaw on his 39 years of service to the 
Department. 
Ron Wilcox:  Nothing 



Pete Allard: Time to look at the moose permit process.  Missisquoi causeway, are 
there are federal funds involved? This is a habitat that the spinney soft-shell turtle 
uses during the winter. 
Ed Gallo: Remind the Department that he would like Paul Hamelen to make a 
presentation. Also regarding the Comprehensive Deer Management Proposal, he 
would like to see how we track that target and what its status is from month to 
month. (Next month Adam will give the Board an update) 
 
 Commissioner’s Report: The Department checked with LCAR about the crossbow 
issues that were brought to the board’s attention and if we move forward with these 
issues then we will need to go to the legislature for clarification on authority. Just a 
heads up that we will be coming to the Board about modifications to the Captive 
Hunt Rule in the near future. Specifically thanked Grant and Craig for coming to the 
dedications of the new WMA’s recently, and to Ron for going to Kehoe Day 
celebration  at Conservation Camp. We really appreciate all that the board does and 
all of its members. 
 
 
Craig Nolan motioned to adjourn the meeting  
Grant Seconded 
Meeting adjourned at 8:06 EST PM 


